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A Review on the Electoral System
of the Municipal, County and
City Councilmen in Taiwan

Su, Tzu-chiao

Abstract

In Taiwan, the elections of the municipal, county and city councilmen have
adopted the single non-transferable vote (SNTV) over the years. Under this
electoral system, the seats in every electoral district are plural, but the voters only
have one vote. In every electoral district, candidates are declared elected in order
by the number of the votes which the candidates get from high to low. The people
in Taiwan are generally used to this electoral system, but such an electoral system is
quite rare in democratic countries around the world. In the past, the parliamentary
elections in Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan also adopted this electoral system.
However, in the past two or three decades, the countries have quit adopting this
system and have instead adopted the mixed-member majoritarian system. However,
although the parliamentary electoral system in Taiwan has given up on the single
non-transferable vote system, the municipal, county and city council elections in
Taiwan still maintain this electoral system. This kind of electoral system has been
widely criticized, but some people are convinced this kind of electoral system
also has its merits. This paper examines the impact of this electoral system on
the Taiwanese local politics, explores the pros and cons of the electoral system
from the practical experience in Taiwan, and proposes a feasible direction for the
electoral reform of the municipal, county and city councilmen in the future.

Keywords: municipal councilmen, county and city councilmen, electoral system,

single non-transferable vote
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