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The Impact of Biden’s “Return”
Strategy on the Balanced Diplomacy
of Southeast Asian Powers

Chu-Chuan Shen
Abstract

Traditional realism theory believes that power is the decisive factor affecting
security perception, that is, the growth of a country’s power will inevitably pose a
threat to other countries, especially neighboring countries; the greater the power,
the greater the threat to other countries. Southeast Asian countries regard the
rise of Japan, China, and India as potential security threats, which is basically in
line with traditional realist views. However, the perception of security threats in
Southeast Asian countries is not completely the same. The obvious exception is
that the ASEAN did not regard the United States as a security threat in general
after the Cold War, although the US presidents may not necessarily agree with
Southeast Asian policies. In the face of fierce competition between the United
States and the middle powers in the Indo-Pacific region, Southeast Asia has
always maintained a diplomatic tone of “balance of powers” and is unwilling to
make any “side selection” so as not to cause major harm to regional interests.
However, since Biden was elected president of the United States, it has been
based on Trump’s “Indo-Pacific” strategy, combined with Obama’s “rebalancing”
strategy, to actively construct a large encirclement of China and face Biden’s strong
“return”. It is difficult for Southeast Asian countries to stay out. This situation may
have an impact on the “balance of great powers.” Future changes should not be
underestimated.

Keywords: Biden, Southeast Asia, balance of powers, “Indo-Pacific” strategy,
QUAD
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