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The influence of the establishment
of AUKUS on Southeast Asia’s
nuclear-free zone and geopolitics

Wei-Shan Kuo

Abstract

On September 15, 2021, Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States
jointly announced the establishment of the Australia-UK-US Tripartite Security
Partnership (AUKUS) military security partnership. Its primary goal is to help
Australia build a nuclear-powered submarine fleet by Britain and the United States.
The outside world generally regards the alliance as a supplement to QUAD’s
military functions, and the cooperation between the new “Indo-Pacific” strategic
alliance of the beneficiary countries has become more complete. However, this
view is too narrow, and the role of AUKUS is far greater than this. It is particularly
worth noting that once Australia has nuclear submarines, it will break the current
“South-South” nuclear-free status. It directly collided with the regional strategic
orientation of denuclearization in Southeast Asia, causing strong backlash from
ASEAN countries, especially Indonesia and other countries. It should be noted that
ASEAN adheres to the “centrality” strategy of balancing major powers, which is
based on the international reality that the region is composed of small and medium-
sized countries. The ASEAN tries to play a coordinating and lubricating role
among the major powers around the “Indo-Pacific”, so as to strive for a neutral
geopolitical pattern in the entire region. However, the establishment of AUKUS
has already impacted the hedging strategies of Southeast Asian countries, and
the overall geopolitics of the region will inevitably change accordingly, which
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may affect the balance of the “Indo-Pacific”. The author will conduct in-depth
discussion and analysis on related issues, hoping to promote the attention of all
parties to this issue. Thereby arousing the academic predecessors and researchers

to conduct more follow-up research.

Keywords: AUKUS, QUAD, geopolitics, Southeast Asia nuclear-free zone, nuclear

proliferation
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