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Discussion on the Feasibility of
Basic Act on Ocean Policy from the
Perspective of Citizen Participation

Sun, Wei-Ying & Lee, Bo-Yan

Abstract

The geographical feature of Taiwan being surrounded by the sea on all sides
has led to the development of a thriving marine industry and maritime recreational
activities. In 2020, the Executive Yuan introduced the ‘Pay Homage to the Sea’
policy, aiming to encourage people to get closer to the sea and engage in coastal
and open sea activities. Currently, the participation of Taiwanese citizens in marine
activities is governed by Article 6 of the Basic Law of the Ocean, which states that
nationals, businesses, and private organizations should assist the government in
promoting national marine policies, relevant implementation plans, and measures.
However, the implications of this article seem to require citizens, businesses,
and private organizations to participate in government-established ocean policies
and activities in a mandatory manner, which appears to contradict the spirit of
the current ‘Pay Homage to the Sea’ policy, which encourages voluntary public
engagement. Additionally, the legal implications of the article impose mandatory
requirements without incorporating a bottom-up approach to encourage public
participation, raising concerns about potential barriers to citizen involvement, and
leaving room for potential adjustments.

This study proposes examining whether the patterns of citizen participation
under the Basic Law of the Ocean effectively align with the objectives of the
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‘Pay Homage to the Sea’ policy. Through reviewing and proposing revisions to
the legal implications, this research suggests incorporating clear language on
public involvement in the Basic Law of the Ocean while removing compulsory
wording and considering citizen participation regulations from other government
departments, providing relevant suggestions for amendments to facilitate public
engagement in marine activities and respond to the objectives of the ‘Pay Homage

to the Sea’ policy.

Keywords: Basic Act on Ocean Policy, Citizen Participation, Dealing with the Sea

Policy
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