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A Review and Implications of Recent
Parliamentary Reforms in the United
Kingdom

Tzu-Chiao Su & Cheng-Ho Wang

Abstract

On May 28, 2024, Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan passed an amendment to the “Law
Governing the Legislative Yuan’s Power,” igniting fierce debate across political
parties. This amendment is considered one of the most significant bills in Taiwan in
2024. At this critical moment of parliamentary reform, this paper aims to review the
experiences of parliamentary reforms in United Kingdom for Taiwan’s reference.
During the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition government from 2010 to
2015, the UK implemented several parliamentary reforms, including the reform of
electoral system, the reform of dissolution of parliament, and the reform of recall;
among these, election system reform and recall reform are also parliamentary
reforms that Taiwan has experienced. The political situation in the UK during
these reforms bears some similarities to Taiwan’s, as both major and minor parties
collaborated to promote reforms, and the reforms were primarily advocated by the
minor one. The implementation of parliamentary reforms was characterized by
strategic cooperation between parties. Given these similarities, this paper argues
that the UK’s parliamentary reform process is worthy of reference for Taiwan.

Notably, in the UK, the party cooperation involved in parliamentary reform led to
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challenges in implementing the reforms when the cooperative situation changed,
particularly in the reform of dissolution of parliament.

Keywords: parliamentary reform, plurality with single-member-district system,
alternative vote, parliamentary dissolution system, recall system.
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