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The Evolution of Legislative
Oversight in South Korea:
A Historical Institutional Analysis of
Impeachment and
Confirmation Hearings

Bumsig Ha

Abstract

To check executive power under South Korea’s presidential system,
the National Assembly has developed key oversight mechanisms, including
impeachment and confirmation hearings. This study adopts a historical
institutionalist framework to examine the origins and institutional evolution of
these two systems, with particular focus on how political events and party dynamics
have shaped their functions over time. Through a comparative analysis of three
presidential impeachment cases (Roh Moo-hyun in 2004, Park Geun-hye in 2016,
and Yoon Suk-yeol in 2024 ) , along with confirmation hearings under the Moon
Jae-in and Yoon Suk-yeol administrations, the paper finds that impeachment—
while serving as a constitutional safeguard—has also become a tool for partisan
mobilization, thereby exacerbating political polarization and undermining political
stability. Meanwhile, the confirmation hearing system has become increasingly
symbolic and procedural, as it lacks legal binding force and standardized processes,
thereby weakening its intended function of pre-appointment vetting and political
accountability. The analysis underscores that institutional change in South Korea
has been shaped by both critical junctures and path dependence, leading to gradual
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drift and functional transformation. The study concludes that strengthening
legislative oversight requires multi-dimensional reforms—ranging from legal
restructuring and improved party cooperation to the cultivation of a more

deliberative institutional culture.

Keywords: historical institutionalism, impeachment, confirmation hearings,
legislative oversight, institutional change, South Korea, Taiwan
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