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Amendments to the Criminal law and
Criminal Procedure Law of Japan in

2023 Related to Sexual Offences
Tien-Yun Wu

Abstract

In 2023, the Japanese amended legislation on sexual offenses. The relevant
section in the Criminal law implies the change from the crimes of forcible sex and
indecency to the crimes of not consenting to sexual intercourse and indecency.
Furthermore, the age of consent was extended from under 13 to under 16.
Additionally, in an attempt to prevent the occurrence of sexual victimization, the
crime of requesting a meeting for a person by the age of 16 or earlier has been
introduced. In addition, an exception to the hearsay rule for audio and video
recording media of sexual crime victims has been added to the Criminal Procedure
Law. This article investigates the elaboration from the Japanese legislators,
and aligns with comparative law, which benefits future laws, regulations and
practices in Taiwan.drift and functional transformation. The study concludes that
strengthening legislative oversight requires multi-dimensional reforms—ranging
from legal restructuring and improved party cooperation to the cultivation of a

more deliberative institutional culture.

Keywords: forced sexual, forced indecency, sexual intercourse, sexual autonomy,

hearsay rule
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